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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled The Giant Black Book of Computer Viruses is classified as: 
Objectionable. 

The book is a comprehensive and instructional guide on the assembly and installation 
of computer viruses. The types of viruses discussed range from logic bombs through 
to those that can defeat anti-virus measures and those which he terms as "beneficial" 
viruses. The book also discusses the relative strengths of anti-virus programmes, 
where they are effective, and against which types of virus. 

It is clear from the way that the book is organised that the information is intended to be 
put to use; the information is coherently put together, the points made are accompanied 
by diagrams that aid in the interpretation of the information, and structured in such a 
way as to be accessible to the widest audience possible. It is also clear from the way 
in which the information is presented that the book has a mischievous design. In this 
regard the warning on the back cover of the book is a clear invitation for irresponsible 
computer users to use the information. The book does not have an "honest purpose". 

In classifying this book the Classification Office has given weight to public policy 
considerations such as the security of hospitals and the costs involved in safeguarding 
information held on computers and the social concern over the existence of computer 
viruses. 

The Classification Office has also given consideration to the values found in si4 of the 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). In determining that the classification 
of objectionable is both reasonable and able to be demonstrably justified in a free and 
democratic society as required under s5 of the NZBR Act, the Classification Office has 
paid careful attention to the type of injury that the availability of the book is likely to 
cause, the absence of any readily identifiable target market, and the structure and 
layout of the book. 
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